
We all have special talents.  Things we can do to help.  And when we reach out a hand to one, we 
influence the condition of all.  Because united, we can change what we see in our world. 

 
2008 United Way’s Day of Caring 

Agency Project Tip Sheet 
 

 

Everyday, ordinary people are accomplishing extraordinary things by 

volunteering.  We invite your organization to welcome the talents and 

time of caring people by participating in United Wayôs Day of Caring, 
our communityôs largest annual volunteer event. 

 

We will link the gifts of caring people in our community ï time, 
resources and talents ï with local agencies.   

 

Day of Caring is an important element of United Wayôs relationship-
building strategy.  We invite agencies to view it as an opportunity to 

connect with volunteers from our most committed companies.   

 

This year, we will welcoming 1,600+ volunteers from 30+ businesses 
who will perform 100+ service projects for 60+ nonprofit agencies!   

 

United Wayôs Day of Caring 

Thursday, September 11, 2008 
Morning Volunteer Shift:  9 a.m. to noon 

Afternoon Volunteer Shift:  1:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

  

How to 

Register 

Please complete and return your volunteer  

project descriptions by Friday, June 20.   

J Note:  You will receive a LIVE UNITED shirt for each completed project form 
returned by June 20! 

   

Key Dates Friday, May 30 Agency Registration Opens 

 Friday, June 20 Agency Registration/Project Submission Deadline 

 Monday, July 7 Volunteer Registration Opens for Top Companies 

 Monday, July 21 Volunteer Registration Opens - Additional Companies 

 Friday, Aug. 22 Volunteer Registration Closes 

 Thursday, Sept. 11 United Wayôs 16
th
 Annual Day of Caring 

   

Questions?  Jane Royer, Volunteer Center Director 
616.752.8603, jroyer@waybetterunitedway.org 

 

 

Day of Caring Project Ideas for Agencies 
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Outdoor Maintenance and Preservation 
Paint murals Å Plant gardens Å Construct or paint picnic tables/benches Å 

Clean a camp or play area Å Clean and paint fences Å Build a deck or patio Å 

Do yard clean-up: weed, plant, rake, mulch, prune shrubs Å Spruce up a 
playground Å Create a nature trail 

 

Restoration and Repair Work 
Paint the inside or outside of a building Å Repair a porch Å Wash windows, 

carpets, walls, toys Å Clean and tune-up vans or buses Å Wallpaper a room Å  
Build a play gym Å  Make a coat rack for a child care center Å Build a storage 

shed for recreational equipment Å Construct an accessibility ramp Å Sort and 

repair organization equipment  

 

Special Events for Clients 
Plan a ñfunò day at a nursing home: games, singing, fingernail painting, hair 

styling, picture taking, etc. Å Plan and accompany clients on a field trip Å 

Organize a mini-Olympics Å Put on a talent show or slide show at a senior 

center Å Play games or read stories with children Å Hold a cookout, picnic, 
ñthemeò party or ice cream social Å  Accompany a youth group on a day hike 

or outdoor field trip Å Assist with grocery shopping Å Visit and deliver meals 

to homebound clients Å Help teach independent living skills such as cooking 
and shopping to mentally challenged clients Å Conduct mock interviews to 

prepare clients for job search 

 

Organizational Support 
Do library or internet research for grant resources Å Prepare a bulk mailing Å Distribute posters to various 
locations Å Inventory organization educational supplies Å Assist with website development  Å Organize storage 

closets Å Do data entry Å Change batteries in emergency response units in group homes Å Wash and clean CPR 

mannequins Å Develop a video or slide show presentation of the organization to promote its mission Å Catalog 

and sort books in a library Å Prepare emergency medical kits Å Conduct a telephone survey Å Hold a car wash to 
benefit an organization Å Create an art room for a youth center Å Design a brochure 

 

Steps for Collections or Drives 
Prepare to educate everyone about the issue that needs to be addressedÅ Pick a theme such as baby basics, art 

therapy, book worms, back-to-school, squeaky clean, ethnic food shelf itemsÅ Encourage a meaningful goal Å 
Make collection and drop-off easy 

 

Other Ideas 
Offer a class with fun or interesting activities to bring awareness to the clients you serve and the work you do Å 

Have a scavenger hunt for items related to your mission Å Plan a bus trip to visit the various locations and see 
your work in action 


